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HISTORY OF THE INQUISITION. 


[Continued from page 81.] 


Wren the information has been * 


lodged, the following questions are 
usually proposed: Whether the 
informer knows the person suspect- 
ed of heresy, and how long he has 
known him? Whether he is sus- 
pected of heresy, on account of 
his words, or on account of his ac- 
tions ? Whether he has said or 
done the things imputed to him 
oftener that once ? and whether in 
jest or in earnest, and in whose 
company those things were said or 
done? The answers to these and 
similar questions are written down 
by the notary, and read over to the 
informer, who either subscribes his 
name to the document, or, if he 
cannot write, puts under it the 
mark of the cross. He is then 
sworn to secresy ; for secresy say 
they is the chief sinew of the in- 
quisition. His name, his personal 
appearance, the place of his abode, 
‘ and every other circumstance re- 
specting him, are studiously con- 
cealed by the inquisitors, lest the 
practice of informing should be 
discouraged ; and having once put 
the court in possession of the re- 
quisite intelligence, he drops away 
entirely from the view, and is never 
again mentioned, and, if pessible, is 
never agaia referred to in the whole 
course of the process, Thus does 
I 


this odious tribunal, called by an 
abuse of language tne Holy Office. 
in the very first step of its iudicial 
procedure, afford to the most infa- 
mous the pleasure of gratilication, 
with the certainty of concealment, 
and provide an opportunity for in- 
dulging the worst feelings and 
passions of our nature—personal 
malice, envy, and revenge. 

After dismissing the informer, 
the inquisitor proceeds to call the 
witnesses. And here, too, the 
distinctions of character are often 
altogether overlooked. No previ- 
ous transgression oi the decalogue, 
no loss of reputation or of credit in 
society, prevents the witness from 
being listened to. Usurers, de- 
tested and abhorred, are permitted 
to give theirevidence ; ** also, com- 
mon blasphemers, common game- 
ers, persons quite intoxicated, 
e-players and prize-fighters, 
apostates from religion, persons 
bastinadoed, traitors, backbit- 
ers, and  anendthrifts,’—Lim- 
borch. Alridg. p. 370. ) And 
the number of the witnesses is al- 
lowed as an equivalent for their 
inadmissibility when they are seve- 
rally considered.-—At the time the 
witnesses are summoned, the party 
accused has not even heen taken 
into custody. He remains in hig 
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own house, and in the bosom of 


his family, engaged in his ordinary 
occupations, and batereng. it may 
be into the amusements of the place 
where he lives ; utterly ignorant 
ofall that has been done against 
him, and utterly unprepared for all 
that isto follow. In truth the 
depositions of the witnesses are 
dewed, rather in conrzexion with 
the charge, than with the issue, 
and relate not so much to the guiit 
or the innocence of the party ac- 
cused, as tu the sufficiency or in- 
sufficiency of the information.— 
Like the informer, the witnesses 
are sworn to secresy ; their names, 
and personal history, are most in- 
dustriously concealed ; and there 
are instances upon record, where 
brothers and sisters have given evi- 
deuce against brothers and sisters, 
where the wife has deposed against 
the husband, and the husband 
against the wife. 

The next step is the apprehen- 
sion of the victim. This usually 
takes place in the night ; and for 
the most part too under some fa- 
vorable combination of circumstan- 
ces, when the proceeding, by its 
suddenness, and its appalling char- 
acter, is best fitted to overpower 
resistance, and prevent inquiry, and 
to multiply the occasions to secret 
fear. Like the tyger surveying 
the wild animal from the thicket, 
the inquisitor meditates, in silence, 
his horrific purpose, regards his 
prey with anxious vigilance, con. 
siders the whole case maturely and 
well, and selects his opportunity, 
Not the slightest hint of insecurity 
i9 given, not a suspicion is breathed 
till, in the dead time of the night, 
a band of monsters calmly approach 
the residence of the accused, and 


demand an entrance. T'o the 
question, ‘* In whose name is this 
required ?”’? the answer is ‘* The 
Holy fice ”’ In an instant the 
ties of nature are broken, every 
feeling cf friendship is suppressed, 
and =a and children, or sisters, 
or brothers, with a promptitude 
a'together inconceivable, hasten to 
deliver up the victim; and the 
wretched individual, scarcely re. 
covered from his surprise, and with. 
out knowing what bei 1s accused of, 
is hurried away into the prisone of 
the inquisition. Should conviction 
afterwards take place, (and the 
rich merchant or substantial citizen 
very rarely escapes,) his property 
18 confiscated ; st the sentence of 
confiscation applies retrospectively, 
not only to the date of his appre. 
hension, but to the time when the 
purity of nis faith was first suspect: 
ed, or the first palpable indications 
of his heresy were perceived. 

A.tter a short delay, the prisoner 
is broug! ght forth and d examined. It 
1S worthy of particular observation, 
however, that no crime is ever laid 
to his charge : he is never accused ; 
for strange as it may be, it is the 
exclusive object of the inquisitor to 
draw from his ow i lips a confession 
of his gyiit. He 1s first r 
guired to declare, upoU oath, thag 
he will answer dhageete aud di- 
rectly the questions that are put 
to him. lie is then as ked if he 
knows where he is, and whether he 
is aware that he ts at present with- 
in the walls of the inquisition, and 
why it is that men are wus ually 
detained in the custody of the holy 
office. He is then cesired to re- 
collect himself, and to run over 10 
his mind the events of he past life, 
amd to search aut and ascertal’y 
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whether he may not on some occa- 
sion, have said or done some one 
thing or another, contrary to the 
purity of the catholic faith, and 
the authority of the Inquisitorial 
Court. If he persists in maintain. 
ing bis ignorance, he is informed 
that every degree of mercy is shewa 
towards those who confess, while 
the obstinaie are treated with the 
utmost severity ; he is soothed and 
threatened by turns; his offence is 
ascribed rather to his simplicity 
and the easiness of his disposition, 
than to any criminal purpose or 
unusual depravity 5 he is reminded 
of the horrors of imprisonment, its 
hunger, filth and stench; and 
something is said about the pure 
air of heaven, and the blessed light 
of the sun. The questions are then 
varied in every possible way ; and 
every art of unrightcous tnvestiga- 
tion is tried ; and if after all, he 
should still persist, declaring him- 
self ignorant of any word or ection 
that could be construed into here- 
sy, he is told that he must be 
carried back to his dungeon, to 
aid his memory by reflection, to 
commune with his own heart, and 
to subject the resolution of a 
haughty spirit to the dominion of 
conscience. 

The cells of the inquisition are 
square apartments, each side being 
about 10 feet in superficial meas- 
urement. There ts usually one row 
of them built over another. The 
cells of the upper row are lighted 
by means of a emall iron on 
piaced in the ceil: those of ¢ 
under row are or beneath he 
level of the external surface, and 
are perfectly dark. Tach apart- 
ment has two doors, one exterior to 
the other. The inner one is of a 


massy thickness, and faced with 
iron having a grate on the under 
part of it, and in the upper part 
an opening, through which his 
victuals and other necessaries are 
delivered to the prisoner. ‘The 
outer door is wares without grate 
or opening, and, like the inner one, 
is exceedingly nica: The walls 
are commonly about seven or 
eiyht feet in thickness. In each 
apartment there is placed a bed of 
rushes, together with two pots of 
water, one to wash in, and the 
other for drink. ‘There is likewise 
a larger vese],-which is emptied 
every third or fourth day. The 
treatment of the prisoners varies 
according to their rank or fortune, 
Those who are poor have half a 
rial for their daly support allowed 
them by the king ; out of this pit- 
tance, however, the provision. buyer 
or dispenser, as he is called, the 
cook, andthe jail-keper, must all 
be paid ; and the proportion claim- 
ed by each of these functionaries 
amonnts . Meri one tenth of the 
whole. Geddes mentions a 
prisoner in a 2 quisition at Lisbon 
who was allowed no more than 
three vintems a day, or threepence- 
half Poenny of English mone oy. 

The obstinate heretic is con. 
iad to the apartments of the 
under row. There he sits upon 
his bed of rushes, in darkness, sol- 
itude, and silence, without ever 
seeing the face ofa human creature 
excepting that of his keeper, ot: 
hearing the sound of any voice but 
bi is. He is forbidden to make the 

htest noice, even to cough or to 
stir. It were amocker y to allow 
him the use of books; for, being 
shut up in total darkness, he could 
not peruse them. The morning 
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and the evening, the day, the week 
and the month, pass over him, in 
the same stillness and secliasion.— 
Sometimes the prisoner is doomed 
to spend whole years in this situa- 
tion; hot and feverish, amidst the 
miasmata proceeding from his own 
body, or putrifying alive in the ac- 
cumulating filth of his apartment, 
which,through weakness or disease, 
he is unable to remove. ‘* As lib- 
erty,’ says the author of the Lev- 
ters on the Inquisition, ‘18 sweet 
upon any terms, and ever the gal- 
leys themselves are a paradise when 
compared with the dreary cells of 
the inquisition, where every kind 
of rigour is put in practice which 
can render life a burden without 
any interval, or the least alleviation, 
nothing is more natural than for 
one, confined to such a prison, to 
wish, with the utmost anxiety, for 
the next aufo da fe, which, though 
a bitter remedy, is the only one 
that can afford him any prospect 


of relief. But even this miserable 
comfort is denied him. ‘l'be 
wretch its sizhing and pining 


away within his gloomy dungeon, 
in expectation of the solemn day 
when he shall be permitted to be- 
hold once more the light of the 
sun, to breathe the fresh air, an 
cheer his eyes with the si 

triends 


Os 


sight of hi 
and relations. The lon; 
wished-for day at length arrives; 


qo 


oat 


or 


it passes away ; and the unhappy 
individual still remaias in the same 
doleful ‘situation.’ Sometimes, 
however, the strength of his noble 
mind is broken 3 and, worn out by 
unmitipated and hopeless suffering 
be belies his own consciousness of 
innocence, declares himse}# guilty, 
aud subscribes any confession, 


which the inqulsitors may choose. 


z 
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There is nothing in the history 
ef the inquisitorial procedure which 
has called forth such universal re. 
probation as the fact, that the 
prisoner is never confronted either 
with the informer or the witnesses, 
He is not even told who they are, 
If the evidence is given to him ip 
writiag, as is sometimes the case, it 
is prepared in such a way that he 
can by no means learn from it, how 
the information against him was 
communicated, or the proofs of his 
delinquency have been obtained, 
The evil of these practices was 
long ago perceived. In the begin. 
ning of the 16th century, the 
Moors anc Jews residing in Spain, 
offered 800,000 pieces of gold to 
Charles V. who had just succeeded 
his grand father Ferdinand, King 
of Castile, provided he would intro. 
duce a law, ordaining that the 
names of the witnesses in the inqui- 
sitorial courts should be reguiarly 
published, Charles, who was only 
eighteen years of age, was vety 
strongly tempted to accept of the 
inoney ; but Cardinal Ximenes, at 
that time inguisitor-general, repre. 
sented to the king that irreparable 
injury wouid be done to the charch, 
if he permitted the practice, aad 
by reminding him of his grand 
father Ferdinand, surnamed the 
Catholic, he prevailed upon him to 
refuse the offer. It was this same 
Cardinal who objected to the trans- 
lation of the Scriptures into the 
vulgar tongue, saying, ‘¢ that the 
books of the Old and New Testa- 
ment ought to remain shut up ia 
the three languages which God, 
not without the greatest mystery, 
had directed to be placed over the 

head of his dear Son as he hung 
upon the cross.” | 
(To be continued. } 
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For the Christian Herald. 


A WORD TO 


No. 


I wAve just carefully examined 
the 3d number of the 2d Vol. of 
the ‘* Christian Herald,’ and by 
its contents I am led from * glory 
to glory ;”? how useful the estab- 
lishment—how encouraging the 
prospect——how joyful the tidings, 
and above all how sweet the enjoy- 
ment of the spirit, nature and love 
of christianity in the soul of the 
faithful. The mews from Africa, 
Palestine, and various parts of our 
own country, of God’s dealings, is 
enough to stimulate every luke- 
warm soul to activity in duty and 
prayer, that the happy era may 
soon arrive when the knowledge of 
God shall be universal, and primi- 
tive christianity in its Government, 
Doctrine, Discipline, Simplicity and 
order be restored, then we can 
with propriety, say ** Glory to God 
in the highest, pEACE on earth, good 
will to men.”’ 

The govermment and regulations 
aimed at in the Circular, from the 
Conference held in Portsmouth, is, 
[ presume, received with cordiality 
among the Christians in this State ; 
for my part I have no doubt of the 
good intentions of my brethren in 
their arrangements relative tothe 
conferences, &c. ; and I am sensi- 
ble something similar, or of that 
nature must be established, and will 
be for the gereral improvement 
and benefit of the saints, scattered 
abroad. May God crown every 
benevolent endeavcr for the gene- 
ral peace, union and welfare of 
society. But when we associate 
tagether as one people, and extend 

12 
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THE WISE. 


Ze 


a general care to every part of the 
flock, and detect false apostates, 
yet a greater thing remains to be 
done, which is to * setin order the 
things that are wanting,’’? and will 
still be wanting (in my opinion) 
until the church arrives at a more 
perfect state; whichis, the order 
of the different gifts in the house 
of God. There are many gifts 
but of the same spirit, ‘*and now 
hath God set the members every 
one of them ia the body, as it hath 
leased him,’’ &c. &c. 

I shall no longer appear unce 
the signature of Apollos, as 1 find 4 
brother in Newhampshire, is writ- 
ing for the Herald in that name. 
I suspect he is one sith whom i 
have taken sweet council, and as he 
is **mighty in the scriptures,” I 
wish to continue a correspondence 
with him through the medium of 
the Herald, for thi purpose I pro 
pose the following questions on 
subjects which I deem important 
hoping they will be answered by 
some of my brethren, through that 
medium, snd administer knowledge 
and grace to the readers : 

1. What regulations will be the 
most politic, that-acare may be 
extended to every part of the flock 
of God, that small churches in 
remote parts may have stated com- 
munions, and not be left as sheep 
without a shepherd, 

2. Is it proper that a small 
company of brethren be organized 
asa ‘*cnHurcH,’’ unless they are’ 
particularly considered under the 
care of some person who is in a 
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capacity to administer ordinances 
among them. 

3. What provision shall be 
made ia the various parts of this 
great whole, for the support of 
those whom the Holy Ghost shall 
make overseersof particular branch. 
es of the church, 

4. What are the qualifications of 
a**Bisuor,’? and are there now 
Bishops in the church, or is the 
ss Bishoprick”? lost ; and wkat is 
the work of a Bishop. 

5. What are the qualifications 
and work of an * EvancGeuist.” 

6. What are the qualifications, 
and the work of a ‘ Pastor,’ 
6 Overseer’? or “Deacon.” 

7". Whe are, and whet is the 
work of the “Helps” of the church. 

Here are seven questions on 
which much is depending, and on 
which my mind has long laboured ; 
some of these important subjects 
have been Ainied ai, and Lhope my 
brethren will give us broader Aints 
still, until a complete understand. 
ing shall be gained, according to 
the qord and the testimony, and 
e one fold, and one shepherd. 

PHILANTHROPHIST, 
New-York, Jan. 1, 1 $2! 


3 a &». ‘ 
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Extract of aletier from Mr. Nelson 
Millar, to the Editor, of ite 
Christian Herald, dated, Gosport, 
Virginia, Jan. 2714, 1820. 

‘“.T CANNOT Gismiss 


without expressing my sincere 


this sheet 
ap- 
probation of the manner ia which 
the HERALD ig conducted. 


’ 


b "oa 
it afe- 


fords me a source of pleasure that 


the hateful spirit of religious face 
tion and raacour has not yet stained 
its ya res, 

a peer? P 
a toleration. 3! 


{ firmiv believe that 
1; . “S he > r- r 
Telivious sentiment 
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should never be violated by crea. 
tures liable every moment to err : 
and who cannot fix upon their 
differing brethren, the opprobrious 
title of 4eretic, without involvin 
themselves in the guilt of error, 
and enhancing its guilt in the eyes 
of an equitable Judge. Pleased 
with the title of the work which 
bears the name of our adorable 
master, 1 rejoice that the contents 
does not violate the sacred appel. 
lation ; but that a single eye to 
truth and, the daffuston of religious 
knowledge, unbiased by partyspirit, 
has called forth a detail of religious 
events among the different societies, 
that must arouse the cold and 
lifeless christian, and warm his 
heart by the gentle emotions of a 
pure enthusiasm, and invigorate 
the powers of the yet alert christian 
to double diligence im the blessed 
cause. For can we read of God’s 
visiting neighborhoods by his holy 
spirit which is sensibly felt—of the 
alarm of the guilty sinner, whose 
crimes apparently enhanced by 
divine illumination, and manifest 
displays of grace, causes the 
gentle tear of penitence to roll 
down his cheekx—of hundreds, yea, 
thousands, who immerging from 
the gloomy kingdom ef darkness 
by a hopeful conversion to chris- 
tianity, evince their possession of 
faith in the Redeemer’s death and 
resurrection, by seeking a watery 
grave and a speedy resurrection 10 
rewness of life, agreeably to the 
command of their Master, and in 
imitation of his baptism in Jor- 
dan. . 

Believing that such news is ever 


a 
; 


pleasing and’ heart cheering to the: 

ST cette 
christian, whose drooping spirits 
amp-rcvived and courag? supporcs;. 
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amidst a crooked and perverse 
generation, it shall be my de- 
lightful task to aid in giving the 
Herald a free circulation in this 
part of the country; for the 
churches who receive no other 
name than that of Christian, to the 
amount of thirteen, form a circuit 
below Petersburgh, Va. and are 
associated together by the strongest 
ties of love and Union, are delight- 
ed at the news that describes the 
success of their brethren; and 
although their ministers are few, 
and fearful apprehensions are enter- 
tained that they (will sink under 
the fatigue of the work ; and 
although the tide of opposition sets 
heavy against the rising church, 
and has brought her to an apparent 
stand ; yet the courage and zeal 
of the members are supported amid, 
the triumph of their insulting op- 
ponents, by contemplating on the 
prosperity of their distant brethren, 
and they fondly hope that the time 
is not far distant, when the Mace- 
dontan cry that they have been 


sounding north and south, will 


arouse some of the Ministers to 
hasten to their relief. 

May I not kere make a request 
in behalf of the churches ? that if 
you have any influence with the 
Ministers of the north, represent to 
them our case, and beg them to 
leave their homes for a few months, 
aud visit a people, who though ab. 
sentin body, are present in spirit. 
There is no knowing the success 
that might crown such a visit.— 
Ihe expectations of the brethren 
were raised by the intelligence, 
that Elders Marshall and Hatha. 
way were comniz to the south, but 


we are fearful they will never reach 


i Ss 


We are extremely anxious to 
hear fromthe Portsmouth meeting, 
which we approbate ; and had not 
the miscarriage of the Herald pre- 
vented any intelligence of the meet- 
ing, we should have sent on a 
member.” 


Conference of ‘Freewill Baptisis,’”’ 
and the ** Christian Brethren,” in 
the western section of the State of 
New York. 

MINUTES of a Conference of 
elders and brethren of the people 
commonly called ‘* Open Commu- 
nion” or ** Freewill Baptists,’’ and 
the people called Christians, who 
assembled in the western section of 
the state of N. Y. at Covington, 
Gennessee Co, Jan. 19, 1820, for 
the purpose of a more social 
acquaintance with each other, and 
to labor for a greater union and to 
strive together for the ‘ faith once 
delivered to the saints,”? and to 
make all possible advancement 
towards that perfection, in which 
the WATCHMEN are to see eye to 
eye. When assembled, an appro- 
priate hymn was sung which is 
found on the 175th page of the 
New collection of Christian Hymns. 

‘*The world from Christians are 

apart, eye. 

Prayer was offered for divine 
presence, and the meeting was 
organized: 

|. Chose Elder Jonathan N. 
Hivkley, Moderator. 

2. Chose Elder Joseph Badger, 
Clerk. 

8. Called on these who hed 


appointed this conference, to sow 
their intention, and motive in this 
appointment ; which was answer. 


at ap } a) for the NHNtyreo neg 
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for a union between the people 
called Freewill Baptists, aad the 
people called Christians. 

4. Appointed Elder Nathaniel 
Brown to give a statement relative 
to the order and practice of the 
Freewill Baptists in general. Also, 
appointed Elder David Millard to 
give a general statement relative to 
the order and practice of the 
Christians. On which statements 
many queries were raised, and 
many important and judicious re- 
marks were made in the greatest 
harmony and tenderness, ard after 
much discourse found the following 
difference in practice between us, 
viz. the Baptists do not receive 
any as church members who have 
not been baptized by immersion, 
though they extend fellowship and 
communion to all who live in 
newness of life. And the Chris. 
tians receive all as church members, 
who give evidence they have passed 
from death unto life, and who live 
in newness of life. This was the 
principle difference we could 4nd, 
relative to practice. 

5. Conversed on many points of 
doctrine, which we consider essen- 
tial and found no particular differ- 
ence, excepting onthe character of 
God and of Christ, and we do not 
think our different views of this 
subject, sufficient to bieak fellow- 
ship on, or to prevent our com- 
muning and eating together as 
Christians and ministers. as circum- 
stances require. We think it duty 
to discard all doctrine which 
evidently has an immoral effect in 
society, and to receive and appro- 
bate, all who come unto us in the 
fullness of the blessing of the 
gospel of Christ. 


VOL. iis 


The question was asked, 
should a Baptist Elder preach 
among the Christian Brethren and 
souls should be converted, can you 
feel free to baptize them in fellow. 
ship with the Christian Church, in 
such a place; and do the Christian 
Elders feelthe same liberty ? and 
agreed we did. And also with 
freedom to break bread to the 
churches under each others care, 
as circlimstances may require, and 
to make no divisions intentionally 
en doctrine or practice, but to la. 
bor to promulgate loveand harmony 
— christendom. 

. Conversed much on names, 
wit we unitedly agree to acknowl- 
edge ourselves the ** Church of 
God.’’ 

Agreed to publish the above 
minutes in the Cébristian Herald, 
and the Religious Jnformer. 

9. Appointed Taleot Patching, 
and Joseph Badger, to prepare and 
forward the minutes for publica- 
tion. 

10. Accepted the minutes. 

J. BapGeErR, 
T. PatcHinG, 


P. S. We are happy to state 
that the work of God is going on 
in power, in many parts of this 
western country, and in several 
towns, converts are multiplied, 
while prejudice and party walls 
seem to be failing, union ard 
harmony seem to be increasing.— 
May the happy era soon arrive 
when the watchmen shall see eye 


to eye and there be one fold and 


one Shepherd. J. B. 
T. BR. 


Mendon, Ontario Co. wat 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 





From the Evan. Intelligencer. 


Letter to the Editors, dated Gowens- 
ville, 8. C. December 1, 1819. 
EARLY in the year 1818, a 

revival of religion appeared in 

Spartanburg district, in the bounds 

of the Baptist Friendship church. 

It has progressed, and sometimes 

very rapidly, ever since. Between 

one and two hundred, who have 
professed faith in the Son of God, 
have joined that and the adjoining 
churches, as the fruit of this revival. 

It has taken place chiefly under 

the labors of Mr. Miles Rainwaters. 
Shortly after the above, a revival 

appeared within the bounds of the 

Bethlehem congregation, princi- 

pally through the instrumentality 

of Mr. Thomas Bomar ; an 
addition of about an hundred and 
upwards,has been the fruits of this, 
and it is yet progressing, This 
was Immediately followed by ano- 
ther revival appearing amongst the 
people about seven miles to the 
northeast from Spartanburgh court 
house. Between sixty and one 
hundred have been added to the 
adjoining churches already, as the 
fruits of this last revival, and 
scarcely a church meeting passes 
among them, without large addi- 
tions; it has been chiefly under 
the labors of Mr. Thomas Weath- 
ers ; and in August or September 
past, there was another revival that 
made its appearance about fifteen 
miles to the north of the last, in 
the bounds of the Buck creek 
church, and under the superinten- 
dance of Mr. B. Hicks, which 
has exceeded any thing that I ever 


heard of in this country ; an addi- 
tion of eighty nine members to 
that church has already taken place 
upon a profession of their faith.—-— 
Of this number, sixty one joined at 
one church meeting. The above 
revivals are not confined to one sect 
or class of mankind, but in general 
has taken place among the youths, 
How attentive should our/yyouth be 
to claim the promise, ‘ they that 
seek me early shall find me.”’ 
1 remain in esteem, yours, &c. 
James WHITTEN. 








AMERICAN METHODIST 
MISSION. 


Extract of aletter from Elder J. B. 
Finley, to the Editors of the 
N.Y. Methodist Magazine, dated 
Dayton, Ohio, December 3, 1819. 
Dear Brethren,—~Perhaps it will 

be pleasing te some of your readers 

to hear of the success of the gospel 
among the Indians in the Western 
forests. 

God, through the instrumental- 
ity of Methodist preaching, has 
begun a most glorious work of 
religion amoyg the Wyandotts, the 
commencement of which I design 
to make the subject of a future 
communication. 

At our last Annual Conference, 
I was appointed to the charge of 
this district, (Lebanon) in which 
was included the mission esablished 
at that time among the Indians.— 
I appointed to hold a quarterly 
meeting on the 13th and 14th of 
November with them, on the head 
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of Mad river, forty two miles from 
Upper Sandusky, and twelve from 
Soiomon’s town, the chief habita- 
tion of this nation. Accordingly 
on the 13th we met at the place 
appointed, at ‘which place were 
convened perhaps sixty Indians, 
among whom were four chiefs, 
whose names are, Between-the- 
legs, Monnongue, Hicks, and 
Scuteash, and their families. We 
had two interpreters, brother Arm- 
strong, a white man, who was 
taken prisoner, in the year 1780; 
and Jonathan Pointer, a colored 
man, who was taken when small. 
Both of these have experienced 
religion since they began to inter- 
pret the gospel to the Indians, and 
are both very happy in the love 
and enjoyment of God. 

We commenced our meeting by 
singing and prayer, in which the 
Indians joined. They have learned 
to sing several of our hymns in 
English, particularly thie, «* Jesus 
my all to heaven is gone,’”? &c.— 
After these exercises, I commenced 
speaking to them on the providence 
of God, and our duty to him and 
one another, and of the necessity 
of all men, whether white, red or 
black, breaking off from sin and 
seeking mercy at the hand of 
God. Brother Moses Hinkle 
concluded with exhortation, all of 
which, 1 believe they perfectly 
understood by the interpreter.— 
We then joined in singing and 
prayer: it was a happy meeting 
to usall. . 

At candle light we commenced 
again, and brother Hinkle showed 
them that the religion that had 
before been taught them was not 
according to the bible—that wor- 
shiping departed saints and images, 
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was idolatry, and that God required 
all men to worship him in spirit 
and in truth— that doing penance,. 
ard confessing their sins to the 
priests would not save them—that 
nothing but faith in Christ would 
save fallen man. ‘The services 
concluded with singing and prayer. 
This meetin g was mace a blessing 
to many. Nive o’clock on Sabbath 
morning was appointed for our 
lovefeast. It commenced with 
unusual solemnity. I endeavored 
to open to them the nature and 
design of our lovefeast, to which 
they all gave their assent with a 
tone of voice something like our 
amen. I must say I never saw 
more solemnity ina love feast in 
my life. We were all bathed in 
tears, and in the fulness of my 
heart I cried out, O what hath the 
Lord wrought. Here are red, and 
white, and black men, of different 
nations and languages, sitting 
together under the Tree of life, 

partaking of its most precious fruits 
and sweetly bathing their souls in 
the ocean of redeemiup love. Af- 
ter we had witheseed our love to 
God, and our brethren, in the sim- 
ple act of taking the bread and 
water, we proceeded to speak of 
the feelings and state of our souls. 

(‘i'his was done by an Interpreter. ) 
The first that rose as a witness for 
our holy religion, was Between- 
the- logs, one of the chiefs. He 
lifted his eyes toward heaven, 
streaming with tears of gratitude 

to God, and after a short pause 

began as follows :—‘* My dear 
brethren, I am happy this morning 
that the Great Spirit has permitted 
us to assemble here for so good a 
purpose as to worship him, and 
strengthen the cords of jove and 



































WO. 5 3 


friendship. This is the first meet- 
ing of this kind held for us, and 
now, my dear brethren, I am hap. 
py that we who have been so long 
time apart, and have been enemies 
to one another, are come together 
as brothers, at which our Great 
Father is well pleased. For my 
part I have been a very wicked 
man, and have committed many 
great sins against the good Spirit, 
and was addicted to drinking whis- 
key, and many evils : but I thank 
my good God that I am yet alive, 
and that he has more perfectly 
opened my eyes to see those evils 
by his ministers and the good book, 
and has given me help to forsake 
those sins, and turn away from 
them. Now I feel peace in my 
heart to God, and all men ; but L 
feel just like a little child begia- 
ning to walk—sometimes very 
weak and almost give up 3 then I 
pray, and my great Father hears 
me, and gives me the blessing : 
then I feel strong and happy— 
then I walk again: so eome- 
times up, and sometimes down. 
—I want you all to pray for 
me that I may never sin any more ; 
but always live happy, and die 
happy ; then I shall meet you all 
in our great Father’s house above, 
and be happy for ever.”? This 
speech was attended with power. 
‘The next that rose wes Hicks ; 
who is the most temperate, and 
the most zealous man for religion 
in the nation. His speech was not 
all interpreted ; but brother Arm- 
strong told me, that after express- 
ing his gratitude to God for what 
he felt and hoped to feel, he exhort. 
ed the Indians to be engaged for 
the blessing, and urged his exhor- 
tation by this argument; that 





Christian Herald. 11} 


when he was a boy his parents 


used to send him on errands, and 
sometimes he saw so many new things 
that he would say, by and by! will 
ask, when I have seen this or the oth- 
er; but after a while he would forget 
what he was sent for, and have to go 
home without it: so may you. You 
have come to get a blessing and if you 
do not ask for it, you will have to go 
home without it : then the wicked In- 
dians will laugh at you for coming so 
far for nothing. Now seek—now ask, 
and if you get the biessing you will 
be happy, and go home light, and then 
be strong to resist evil, and do good: 
he concluded by imploring the prayers 
of his brethren. After him Scuteash 
arose, and with a smiling and serene 
countenance thus began—‘I have 
been a great sioner, and drunkard, 
which made me commit many great 
sius. and the Great Spirit was much 
displeased with me so that in here 
(pointing to his breast) always sick, no 
sieep, no eat; walk, walk—drink 
whiskey: then I prayed to the great 
Spirit to help me to quit gitting drunk, 
and to forgive me aii my sins: and 
God did do something for me—ti do 
not know from where it comes, nor 
where ir go ; but it come all over me. 
(Here he cried out waugh! waugh! 
as if shocked by electricity.) Now me 
no more sick. Me sleep, eat, and no 
more get drunk—-no more drink 
whiskey—no more bad man. Me cry 
—me meet you allin our Great Fa- 
ther’s house, and be happy forever.”— 
After this, we in our turn, told how 
God had dealr with us, and our morn- 
ing Mecting came toa close 

By this time, I suppose there were 
three hundred whites gathered from 
the different frontier settlements.— 
This gave us the opportuniry of 
preaching to them Christ and him cru- 
cified, and I have no dowht ut it was 
made a blessing to many ‘For conve- 
nience I this day separated the con- 
gregation, and held our Indian meeting 
in a sma!! hut. I tried first to address 
them by giving them the history of 
man—his fall—his redemption by 
Christ, and how Christ was manifested 
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in the flesh—how he oame to his own, 
and they rejected and crucified him ; 
and that be rose from the dead, and 
was seen of many, and ascended up 
into heaven—that he commanded his 
disciples to wait at Jerusalem—and 
as we are sitling, so were they, when 
all at once the Holy Ghost descended 
like the rushing of a mighty wind, and 
three thousand were converted in one 
day. At this they made the whole 
house ring with waugh, waugh,— 
great Campmeeting. 

After this brother Hinkle and Stew- 
ard* addressed them, and our meet- 
ing, for the present, closed with sing- 
ing and prayer. 

* Steward, is the man of color, who 
under Gad, has been the principal in- 
strument of this work. He was free 
‘born. Can read very well, and write, 
he isa man of a meek and humble 
mind. He lives with the Indians; and 
they have the utmost confidence in 
him. 
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REVIVAL IN BOSCAWEN, 


N. H. 


‘THERE weve 76 persons, received 
into the church in the east parish in 
Boscawen, on Lord’s Day, the 16th of 
January, asthe first fruits of the re- 
vival there this winter. Many more 
we understand give evidence of hav- 
ing passed from death untolife. And 
it is said, there is not more than eight 


or ten in the:parish, who are heads of - 


families, that are not either prefes- 
sors of religion or hopeful cenverts.— 
Cabinet. 
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REVIVAL IN NOTTINGHAM, 


N. H, 


WE. are informed by brother Na- 
thaniel Emerson, of Lee, that a good 
work ofthe Lard, has been experi- 
enced in the south-westerly part of 
Nottingham, within afew months past. 
Brother Woodmaar anc brother Shep- 
herd have been particularly instru- 


mental in this work. About 30 or 40 
have been the hopeful sharers in it.— 
The work has been gradual and pro- 
gressive. 
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OHIO. 


WE are informed by a letter from 
Fider John Blodget of Salem, Ohio, 
that the work of God has been glori- 
ous in that region, the year past. He 
observes that ‘‘converts have been 
multiplied and the word of God has 
had a glorious effect. 





Extract of a letter from Elder Joseph 
Badger, te the Editor, dated, Men- 
don, N. ¥. Jan. 1, 1829. 

I sHALL promote the interests of 
the Herald, ail in my power, believing 
it to be useful. Yet my labors have 
been very local for six months past, 
and my poor wife now lays at the point 
of death of a consumption, yet happy 
in Ged. It is good times in this re- 
fion, some of my neighbors have 
found Christ of late, 

While satan rages at his loss, 

And hates the dactrine of the cross. 

——s 


Extract of a letter from Elder Joseph 
Merrill, dated Canaan, Me. Feb. 1. 
182). 

AFTER TI returned from the Gene. 
ral Meeting, at Portsmouth, I spent 
Saturday and First Day at Vienna, and 
had a good season—saw some return. 
ing frem the north country, and oth- 
ers saying God be mercjful to me a 
sinner. YT have visited several church- 
es and found the brethren in good 
spirits. There has been some revival 
in some places. The Lord grant that 
the work of refarmation may become 
general, 


wa eee 


Aphorism.—A wicked man ean nev- 
er be happy, though he had the riches 
of Creesus, the empire of Cyrus, and 
the glory of Alexander. Wealth and 
honors can neyer cure a wounded con- 
science, 
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CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCI- 
ETY. 

IT appears from the last report 
of this Society, that during the 
last year there has been sent out 
nineteen missionaries and others, 
viz. to west Africa, eight; to 
North India, two ; and to New 
Zealand, nine. 

The population of Sierra Leone 
i stated to be about 10,000 per- 
sons, and the schools contain about 
2000. The roads, buildings, &c. 
are in a state of rapid improve. 
ment, chiefly by the labour of lib- 
erated negroes ; the royal munifi- 
cence and the national liberality 
have pursued the generous object 
of delivering and civilizing these 
once-devoted victims of barbarism 
and bondage, and the benign fruits 
of their zeal and exertions begin to 
appear. 

An auxiliary Society has been 
formed in Sierra Leone. ‘Their 
first anniversary was held on the 
7th of December ; when some of 
the remarks made by the natives, 
manifested the blessed influence of 
that gospel on themselves which 
they are anxious to send to others. 

Mr. J. S. Klein, of Gambier, 
mentions, among the cruel super- 
stitions of the natives the follow. 
ing : 

July 25, 1818.—A few nights 
ago, a leopard entered a house in 
which two boys lay sleeping under 
a mat; he sprung at them, and 
nearly scalped one of them ; car- 
rying away with him the piece of 
flesh along with the mat, the rust- 
ling of which, probably alarmed 
him, and prevented his returning 
tothe prey. Medicine was imme- 
diately applied to the wound. 


K 
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The next day, the poor boy’s 
hands and feet were tied, and his 
throat was about to be cut, it being 
supposed by the natives that he 
must have a witch in him or that 
the leopard would net have seized 
him. Some proposed that he should 
be tied all night in the town, that 
the leopard might come and take 
him. Mr. Kiein interfered, and 
prevailed with the principal people 
not to kill him ;_ the boy was un- 
bound, and persons were dispatched 
to diferent places to consult the 
‘Dures,”’ sand casters, &c. in or- 
der to discover the witches. Vhree 
men were seized and accused, who 
were perfectly inoffensive, and were 
liberated on the interposition of 
Mr. K. The poor boy called on 
him, saying, ‘1 want you to re- 
deen me;’ and he surveyed his 
deliverer with sparkling eyes, and 
every possible expression of delight 
and joy. 

Mr. Johnson appears to have 
been remarkably successful in his 
labours at Regent’s Town. The 
schools contain nearly 500. The 
young men have formed a new and 
excellent road, with great rapidity; 
and many appear to be converted 
to God. 

‘ Let it be considered, that not 
more than three or four years have 
passed, since the greater number 
of Mr. Johnson’s population were 
taken out of the holds of Slave 
Ships: and who can compare thefr 
present condition with that from 
which they were rescued, without 
seeing manifest cause to exclaim— 
‘The hend of heaven is in this !’ 
Who can contrast the simple and 
sincere Christian Worship which 
precedes and follows their daily 
labors, with the grovelling and 
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malignant superstitions of their 
original state, their greegrees, their 
red-water, their witch craft, and 
their devils’ houses—without feel- 
ing, and acknowledging a miracle 
of good, which the immediate in- 
terposition of the Almighty alone 
could have wrought ? And what 
greater blessing could man or na- 
tion desire or enjoy, than to have 
been made the instruments of con- 
ferring such sublime benefits on the 
most abject of the human race ? 

Among the speeches delivered 
by some of the negroes at their 
Missionary Meeting, is the follow- 
ing : 

‘I have great reason to thank 
the Lord Jesus Christ for his good- 
ness and mercy, when I think of 
what sin and misery I was in.— 
My father die—my mother die— 
and I had no body to take care of 
me, Then they sell me; but it 
pleased God to bring me here. — 
At first I was sick and like to die ; 
but Ged had mercy on me, and I 
thank him for his long sufferiag. 
Then I used to beat the drum, and 
talk bad, when the moon shone ; 
and do all manuer of evil and did 
not know what was preached.—- 
Afterwards, I hear that Jesus 
Christ came to die for sinners, I 
feel it ; and it pleases God to 
enable me to hear itnow. But 
they say a big hole is God, and 
worship it: though we cannot 
save their souls from hell, yet we 
can give to send missionaries, and 
there is no way to be saved but by 
Jesus Christ ; for except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God. Stand not stiil and 
say ‘Wecan do nothing :’ but 
try to pray and send missionary.’ 
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BAPTIST BURMAN MISSION. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. J. 
Colman to Mr. J Parsons, dated 
Rangoon, February, 12, 1819. 
Sabbath ev. Nov. 1.—This has 

been a memorable day to us. In 

the forenoon, our beloved brother 

Hough, with his family, embarked 

in the Isabella for Calcutta. His 

departure has sensibly diminished 
our little company. We are, in. 
deed, a feeble bawd. Six pcrsone 
constitute the mission family. 
This evening we commemorated 
the dying love of Jesue. It was 
reviving to sit at his table, and to 
meditate on his wondrous compas- 
siow, in giving his life for sinners. 
but O, how few around us are ac. 
quainted with his name! We 
kaow not of one in Rangoon, or in 
this vast empire, who has come to 
the knowledge of the truth. Eu- 
ropeans are few, and their minds 
are nearly as dark asthe minds of 
the Burmans. They pay no more 
regard to the Sabbath than to any 
other day. On it they transact 
their business as usual. The natives 
are immersed in ignorance. They 

have not the least conception of a 

Supreme Being. Gaudma, their 

great teacher, lived about 2350 

years ago. ‘The generations siuce 

his day, have passed from this to 
the eternal world, in the firm be- 
lief that no God sits at the helm 

of universal goverament, and di- 

rects the affairs of mortals. They 

believe that all things are governed 
by fate, and that annihilation is the 
most blissful state to which men 
can arrive. The idea of a Being 
who never began to exist, and who 
will never ceace to exist ; who is 
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in every part of the world, and of 
universal space at the same instant, 
aud who by his Almighty power 
and wisdom, manages all events, 
appears as ridiculous to them, as 
it would to us, if one should affirm 
that every object, whether of 
nature or art, which strikes the eye, 
sprang into existence by the wild 
play of chance. The system which 
they have embraced is deeply root- 
ed in their minds ; it Is interwoven 
with all their ideas, appears iu all 
their conversation, and has an 
influence upon them amidst all ihe 
scenes of active life. How evi. 
dent then that nothing but divine 
energy can change their minds.— 
On the promise and power of 
God, we rest all our hope. Jesus 
shall have a numerous seed to 
serve tim in this heathea land, 
however discouraging appearances 
are at present. By whom shall 
Jacob arise, for he 1s small,’? will 
uidoubtedly be asked by many. 
We answer, he will arise by the 
atrengen of the God of Jacob,— 
i ‘Te not said that no weapon 
bi dad against his church shall 
>» Eflave we notaclaim to 
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in a single heart ? By no means. 
His love, and faithfulness, and 
power, and wisdom, are all on our 
side. More are they that be for 
us, than they which be against us. 
our defence is in the infinite Jeho- 
vah, the breath of whose mouth, 
can destroy all our fees. 

November 8.—I have had, to- 
day, some fresh desires to be use- 
ful cothe blinded heathen. Could 
my dear American friends kaow, 
the hardness of their hearts, and the 
darkness of their minds, they 
would feel their bowels ef com- 
passion move, and the spirit of 
prayer excited. A hideous sound 
now strikes my ear. It commen- 
ced three hours ago. The deluded 
Burmans hope by it to frighten 
away some evil spirit, which they 
imagine infests the place, and 
causes a fatal sickness. For this 
purpose, cannons and guns are 
firing, bells are ringing, and the 
Burmans are beating their houses 
with bamboos, and making various 
horrid noises. O wretched super- 
stition, how awful are thy effects 
throughout thisdelightful country! 
When. O pes will Jesus over- 
turn thy gl loomy throne, and 
establish the reign of light and 


>» 


knowledge ! 
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PORTSMOUTH, FEBRUARY 1&8. 1820 








BRARVERAAUUAVARAYRAI 
JBITUARY. 


IT’ becomes: our painful duty, 
at present, to record the departure 
of our beloved brother, JOSEPH 
Y. BURGIN, Esg. aged 47. 
He expired on the 2ist ult. in the 
triumphs of faith, with a well 





grqunded hope of a glorious in- 
mortality. He has left a wife and 
three children to bemoan his lvss, 
who, with the church of which he 
was a member, and a numerous 
acquaintance, feel most sensiblv, 
this afflicting dispensation. He 
was universally respected and be. 
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loved ia iife and lamented ia death. 
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The religion which he professed 
was daily manifested in his deport- 
ment—his feelings were teader, 
which led him to sympathize with 
the distressed, and cases cf want 
end distress which he knew not, he 
diligently sought out. And we 
can with great propriety say, that 
he was an ornament to reliyion, and 
au honor to the cause of his divine 
master. 

At the funeral a sermon was 
delivered by Elder Joseph Boodey, 
of Newdurham, from Psalm xxvii. 
27. ‘ Mark the perfect man, and 
behold the upright, for the end of that 
man is peace.” 

cj RL 


BIOGRAPHY. 


JOSEPH Y. BURGIN, ESQ. 

WAS born ita Newmarket, 
WH. on the 26th of March, 1774; 
his parents names were Ede H. 
and Elizabeth Burgin. They 
moved to Allenstown in 1775, 
where his brother the Hon. Ha! 
Burgin, Esq. now resides. He 
removed from Allenstown, to the 
eastern ccuntry, about the year 
1790. Ele taught a school in 
Readfield, (Me.) ten years, and 
from thence moved to. Eastport, 
where he was engaged in the mer- 
cantile business. He professed 
religion a short time before he 
went to Readtield, in the time of 
the reformation in Allenstown, 
under the improvement of Joshua 
Smith. He lived in the enjoy- 
ment of religion for some time ; at 
length, he experienced a declension 
in his mind, which he has always 
denominated his backsliden state, 
which he often reverted to with 
tears. of penitential ioy at the good. 


. MH, 


ness of God in affording him again 
the joys of his salvation. 

He removej to this town from 
the eastward, in the year 1804, 
After coming here, he joined with 
the Christian Brethren, and has 
been as an overseer and a faithful 
servant to the church; in their 
prosperity he could rejoice with 
them, and in their adversity he 
has always been ready to bear a 
part, and never seemed more hap. 
py tham when he could see the 
cause of God flourishing. By his 
good counsel, the weak have been 
streagthened, and the feeble minded 
have been comforted. In public 
and private he has often recom 
mended the religion of Christ, and 
the doctrine of the cross, as beiog 
the only and sure way to happiness. 

He devoted much time, in 
searching the scriptures, particular. 
ly to understand the order of 
** God’s House’’—-the church, and 
has written at great length on the 
subtect. 

He was appointed a justice 
of the peace, in this town, some 
years stake, and has attended the 
duties of his office, as far as his 
health would permit, with gene- 
ral satisraction. If at any time-he 
erred, it was but in judgment with- 
out design, And while maay 
resorted to him for council, we 
believe that the truth in its simpli- 
city, and righteousness between 
man and man, was his grand aim. 
As a citizen he was entitled to the 
respect which he universally receiv- 
ed. His discreet and upright 
carriage together with a suavity 
of manners and. generous soul, en- 
deared him to his associates. 

The comforts of that religion, 
which he was se ready to advocate 
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in prosperity was his support ia 
the time of adversity. 

When he was first taken sick the 
cares of his family, with the state 
of his business, rushed upon his 
mind, and brought him into no 
small trial. At this time his pain 
and distress was great ; for fourteen 
nights he could take but little rest, 
as, during this time, he could not 
lay down. Now, this question 
revolved through his mind—wheth- 
er he would choose rather te be 
free from pain, and not have the 
sensible enjoyment of religion, his 
mind being rather low, or to still 
bear his pain and indisposition of 
body, and enjoy the presence of 
the Lord and the happy effects of 
religion ;—he chose the latter, with 
all his heart: soon the clouds 
which had in some degree, hung 
over his mind began to scatter, his 
heirship to glory began to bright- 
en, and he appeared to be perfectly 
happy. ‘* Now, forthe first time,”’ 
said he, ** I can bless the Lord for 
pain and distress, for he does all 
things well ; and all things work 
together for good to them that 
love God.”? ‘Thus he continued 
happily engaged in religion, com- 
forting and encouraging the hearts 
of those who came to see him.— 
From this confinement, he partialiy 
recovered, so as to attend the du- 
ties of his office ; notwithstanding 
he almost continually labored 


under severe indisposition. His. 


health was so much impaired, that 
he but seldom could attend public 
worship, but when he did, he was 
Very earnest to recommend to the 
people the importance of seeking 
religion, and being prepared for 
death. The solemn eceason will 


not.sooa be fergotten, when he de- 
K2 





livered his farewell testimony to 
the congregation, with whom he 
usually met for worship, as he, 
knowing his infirmity, considered 
it about the last time of meeting 
with them. With tears he faith- 
fully delivered what he considered 
to be ** the counsel of God.” It 
was not long befere he was confin- 
ed for the last time, but the peace 
of God rested upon him. While 
visiting him early in his con4fnue- 
ment, he observed to me ‘** tell 
those who enquire after the state 
of my mind, that I have not one 
doubt of the reality of the religion 
I have prefessed—-the foundation 
of God standeth sure,’’ and ex. 
pressed a firmness of mind amidst 
the conflicts of approaching disso- 
lution, with fortitude such as true 
christianity inspires. He contin- 
ued happy in his mind, and while 
the outer man was decaying the 
inner man was renewed day by day. 


On a Lord’s Day a few weeks 


before he died when a number of 


brethren visited him, he delivered 
to them, while he lay languishing, 
a most melting, heavenly exhorta- 
tion, in which he urged the necessi- 
ty of their continuing faithful a 
little while longer ‘you soon’’ 
said he, ‘* will come to your 
journey’s end,”’ aud in the most 
endearing and encouraging manner 
euforced the necessity of being 
devoted to God. 

The Lord’s Day before he died, 
after undergoing much pain on 
being) moved he observed ‘*] am 
very infrm—TI glory in ic’—ves 
said he ‘I glory in this very w- 
firmity, for it helps me on my 
journey: lame,” 

He would often repeat these 
lines of a hymn 
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“ And when I’m to die,“ Reccive me to follow him ; at the same time 


iil ery, 
For Jesus hath lov’d me, I cannot say 
wh 


But this I do find, we two are so join’d 
He'll not live in glory and leave me 
behiod.” 

The day before he died, one on 
coming in, enquired how he did, 
he observed ** I am very sick in 
body but well in mind—I bless 
the Lord, Lam so far on my jour- 
ney, | would not have it otherwise, 
lL have not a wish to go back 
again to health—My Jesus has 
done all things well. And look- 
jug round on some in the room 
who were professors, he observed 
with sweet serenity ‘* I soon ex- 
pect to sing, and realize more 
fully, that triumphant song, of 
which this is a part 
“The world receeds it disappears, 
Heaven.opens on my cyes and ears, 

With: sound seraphic ring. 
frend, Lend your wiags,! mount, I fly, 
O grave where is thy victory ! 

O death, where is thy sting. 
And appeared to be in an extacy 
of joy, while contemplating his 
departure. 

While in the struggles of death, 
he recovered at intervals, so far as 
to be able to speak, at which times 
he exhorted those who came in to 
take their leave of him, to prepare 


expressing his mind as being strong 
inthe Lord. He now observed 
to his wife that during his confine. 
ment when any one came in and 
expressed an expectation that he 
would recover, it always brought 
a gleom on his mind, but when 
they observed that he was drawing 
near his end, a secret joy sprang 
up ia his heart, which he suppress- 
ed mentioning before, fearing it 
might-hurt her feelings. He ob. 
served that this was a happy hour, 
far exceeding what he had antici- 
pated. He now repeated these 
lines as expressive of the raptures 
of heaven which filled his mind 
with unspeakable joy, 
* Jesus can make a dying bed 

Feel soft as.downy pillows are, 
While on his breast I lean my head, 


And breathe my life out sweetly 
there. 
“OQ that my Lord would come and 
meet, 
My soul would stretch her wings in 
haste, 
Fly fearless through death’s iron gate, 
Nor feel the terror as she pass’d.” 


Thus, he fell quietly asleep in 
Jesus, ir the hope of a better 
resurrection. 

‘<The righteous shall be had in 


everlasiing remembrance.” 





pe en ns 


MEW-HAMPSHIRE GHNERAL MEETING AND CONFERENCE 


OF THE CiihisTiAN BRETHREN. 


Agreeably to previous arrange. 
ment the MWewhampshire General 
iWecting of the Christian Brethren, 
eormmenced is this town, on the 
26th January, ult. at 2 o'clock, 
#. M.. The meeting was opened 


with prayers, after which many 
good exhortations were delivered, 
and a short and excellent address 
from Elder Joseph Boodey, calcu- 
lated ro-aaimate and encourage the 
disciples of Jesus, aad to stimulate 
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the soldiers of the cross, to endure 
hardness as good soldiers. He 
contrasted the trials which he had 
to encounter, when he first began 
to preach, when he had to travel 
50 miles without finding one to bid 
him God speed or a welcome, but 
when persecution was ready to 
spring up all around, with the 
present happy state of things, when 
not only houses, but hearts are 
open in every direction to receive 
the ambassadors of Christ. He 
noticed the high and holy calling, 
to which the saints were called— 
viz. to be kings sons and daugh- 
ters, and to wear a crown of glory, 
in immortality—that they were far 
from being an inferior company— 
therefore he urged the necessity 
‘‘ to be quiet and do your own busi- 
ness,’ which words were the foun- 
dation of his remarks. A good 
degree of union seem’d to prevail. 
Met again in the evening, when 
the meeting was opéned by prayer, 
singing and exhortation. --The 
subject of a refuge was introduced 
by a brother present, and very ton- 
cisely and beautifully treated upon ; 
the subject was also spoken on by 
others. Elder Mark Furnald, then 
spoke from these words, ‘* That 
God was in Christ reconciling the 
world to himself.” He argued 
that although Ged was in Christ 
reconciling the world to himself, 
yet it was evident tle world was 
not reconciled to him, as some pre- 
tend to say, as the word of re. 
conciliation was also delivered to 
the apostles, and is delivered to 
the ambassadors of Christ, who 
‘* pray menin Christ’s stead, to de 
reconciled to God. This was a 
broStable and comforting mecting, 


Lord’s Day, Nov. 80.—As- 
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sembled for public worship, at the 
usual place, in the forenoon. Ser- 
mon by Elder Joseph Boodey, from 
Psalm xxiv. 3, 4. ‘* Who shall 
ascend into the hill of the Lord, 
and who shal! stand in his holy 
place ? He that hath clean hands 
and a pure heart ; who hath not 
lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor 
sworn deceitfully.”” He spoke 
with much power, and faithfully 
warned the people. This was fol- 
lowed by some good remarks by 
Elder Wm. Demeritt. | 
Afternoon.—Sermon by Elder 
William Demeritt, from 1 Peter, 1. 
24 & part of 25th verses. “For all 
fiesh is as grass, and ail the glory 
of man as the flower of grass, the 
rass withereth, and the flower 
thereof falleth away ; but the word 
ef the Lord endureth forever.””— 
He entered feelingly into this 
subject, and we believe it was 
attended with good effect. This 
was followed with some approori- 
ate remarks by Elder Mark Fur- 
nald. 
Evening.—Sermon 
Mark Furnald, from Prov. i. 30. 
‘¢ They would none of my council, 
they despised’ all my reproof.””?— 
He witnessed himself to every 
man’s conscience in the sight of 
God. This was followed by 
some general remarks, from Elder 
John Boothby, recapitulating the 
subjects of the meeting, and judi- 
_Clously. made an attempt at gatk- 
ering _up the, ,fragments, that 
nothing be lost. , The meeting 
closed by exhortations, singing and 
prayer. 
CONFERENCE. 
Monday, Jan. 31.—10 o'clock, 
A.M.—The elders and brethren 
met in Conference, which. was 


by Elder 
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opened with prayer, by Elder 
Frederick Clark—after which the 
Conference was organized as fol- 
lows : 

1 Chose Elder Joseph Boodey, 
Moderator. 

2 Ghose Robert Foster, Secre- 
tary. 

3 The proceedings of the first 
General Annual Conference, was 
submitted for consideration. 

4 Agreed, That the said pro- 
ceedings of the first General An- 
nual Conference, be unanimously 
accepted. 

5 Agreed, That Elder Mark 
Furnald, be the messenger from 
this Conference to the second Gen- 
sral Annual Conference, to be held 
in October next, in Windham, 
Connecticut. 

6 Proceeded to hear and receive 
the reports of the several messen- 
gers to this Conference. [The 
names of the Elders, who compose 
the Newhampshire Conference, and 
also the number of Churches which 
are represented in it, Sc. will be 
published after they are duly repre- 
sented. | 

7 Adjourned till 2 o’clock,P.M. 

2 o'clock, P. M.—met accord- 
ing to adjournment. 

8 Prayer—by Elder Mark Fur- 
nald. 

9 Agreed, That the next New- 
hampshire semi-annual Conference, 


be holden in August next, and: 


that the days of the month on 
whieh it may be held, and the 
place where, be'referred to a com- 
mittee, 


9 Agreed, That Elder Noah: 


Piper, Elder John Harriman, and 
Robert Foster, compose said com. 
mittee. 

1@ Agreed, That the Secretary 


of this conference be appointed as 
Corresponding Secretary of the 
Newhampshire Conference, for the 
current year. 

1I Agreed, That the Elders 
who reside in this state who are 
considered members of the N. H, 
Conference, and those who wish 
to be thus considered, be requested 
to furnish the Corresponding Scere. 
tary, with the number and situation 
of the churches of which they are 
pastors, previous to the conference 
in August next. 

12 Agreed, T’o make it known 
that it is our pleasure that the 
brethren who are called Free-will 
Baptists, have a seat with us in 
our conferences, to deliberate with 
us in all points relative to the cause 
of God ; with the exclusion only, 
of acting in results on subjects 
which concern our cwn particular 
affairs. 

i3 Agreed ‘To adjourn to meet 
at on in August next. 

The conference view with great 
satisfaction, the attempts for a 
general union, and humbly implore 
the blessing of Heaven, on the 
exertions that are making therefor. 
They wish grace mercy and peace 
upon their brethren at large, and 
the Israel of God. 

Ropert Foster, 
Cor. Sec. of the N. H. Conference. 


Portsniouth, Jan. 30, 1820. 





GENERAL MEETING, IN 
STOW, VT. 


ON the 2d Saturday and Sab- 
bath of January, 1520, a General 
Meeting was held at Stow, Wasa- 
ington Co. Vt. at which meeting; 
were the following. Elders, viz.— 
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Reuben Dodge, Jabez Newland, 
Nathan Huntley, George Carpen- 
ter, and Robert Hastens. After 
Singing and prayer, Elder Dodge 
delivered a very spiritual discourse ; 
after which there were a number 
of solemn exhortations delivered, 
and several spiritual songs sung, to 
the praise of the Redeemer, and to 
the edification of the brethren and 
friends present and then—adjourned 
till the next day 10 o’clock, A. M. 
At which time the meeting was 
opened by singing and prayer.— 
Brother Hastens, preached a well 
connected and an agreeable dis- 
course, to the satisfaction of the 
audience ; after which there were 
many exhortations, which were 
powerful and weighty—~and edify- 
ing to the lovers of truth ; and 
then, after a short intermission the 
meeting began as usual, and broth- 
er Carpenter, delivered an impres- 
sive discourse. Many good ex- 
hortations where then delivered and 
spiriteal songs sung, which were 
heard with candor by the attentive 
assembly. The day being far 
spent the meeting was closed by 
prayer, and in great harmony the 
people retired, and we believe many 
of them with, deep impressions of 
that day when they will meet to 
part no more. 

On Monday the, elders and 
brethren met in Conference, and 
agreed to the following things, 
VIZ. 

1 Chose Noah Churchill, te 
keep the records. 

2 We believe that it is the duty 
ofeach company of brethren, to 
be embodied as a church, and 
keep a record of their names, and 
of all their proceedings. 

3, Agreed that we. deem it 
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expedient, that each company of 
brethren should keep a_ fellow- 
ship meeting. 

4 That -each branch shall be 
considered in fellowship with: each 
other. 

5 Considered it duty and privil- 
ege t“ continue the general meet- 
ings as often as is expedient. 

6 Appainted a General Meet- 
ing the last Saturday and Sabbath 
in June next, at Milton, Chitten- 
den county. 

7 Agreed that the elders and 
brethren, meet in conference, at 7 
o'clock, on eaid Saturday, A. M. 
and that it shall be the duty of 
said Conference to examine the 
public gifts who are with us. 

8 Agreed to meet in’ General 
Conference, with the elders and 


brethren in this State, when and. 


where they shall please to appoint. 
9 Agreed that the proceedings 
of this Conference should be pub- 
lished in the Christian Herald. 
N. CrHurcnibe, 


In bebalf of the Conference: 


—— 





REVIVAL IN STRAFFORD,VT. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Eliph- 
alett Newman, to the E£diter, 
dated Strafford, Jan. 11, 1820. 
THERE is a great reformation 

in this town, among all classes of 

people. The loftiness of man 

appears to be coming down, and I 

hope the time is not far distant 

that has been long foretold, when 
the lion and the lamb should lay 
down together, and happy peace 
commence among brethren of all 
denominations, when the people 
shall learn war no more, but beat 
their swords into ploughshares and 
spears into pruninghooks,”” 
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REVIVAL IN NEW-BEDFORD. 


Extract of a letter, from Mr. James 
Taylor, to the Editor of the Chris- 
tian Herald, dated Feb. 41, 1820. 
‘oTHERE has been, I believe, 

about 120 persons converted to 

God, in this place ; seveuty of 

them have been forward in baptism, 

and jomed the church called 

Christians ; a number more have 

joined elsewhere. The work still 

continues, At the last meeting 
we had, there were about one 
hundred come forward and desired 
prayers; it was a very solemn 
time. Brother F. Plumer, has 
been laboring here for several 
weeks, but I expect he will 
leave us ina few days. Brother 

How, is quite out of health, at 

present, but wellengaged. Inthe 

adjacent towns, the Lord is pour- 
ing out his spirit in a very glorious 
manner. May the work spread, 


till all nations shall call him bles. 
sed,”’ 


ORDINATION. 


ON the 14th of Nov. last, at 
Mill Creek, Erie county, Penn. 
brother Samuet Cituiy, was set 
apart to the work of the ministry, 
by the laying on of hands, by 
Elders John Cheeney, Allen 
Crocker, and John Blodget. An 
appropriate discourse was delivered 
on the occasion, by brother John 
Blodget, from 2 Timothy iv. 5. 
«* But watch thou, in all things, 
endure afflictions, do the work of 
an evangelist, make full proof of 
thy ministry.”” The exercises of 
the day were solemn and impressive 
and witnessed by a numerous 
assembly, 


ROWLAND UlILu. 


Rowrann Hirt, of London, 
was a preacher remarkable for 
applying himself in a_ particular 
and pointed manoer to his congre- 
gation. Speaking on the sin 
attendant upon dress, and conform. 
ing to all the fooleries of the day, 
he observed, ‘** 1 am well aware 
many of you are ready to say— =| 
‘Mr. Hill, look at home, look at 
yourown wife. It is all true, look 
at her, there she is.’’? And then 
applying himself personally to her, 
in presence of the congregation, 
said, ‘*You know I have often 
pointed out to you the sin and 
folly of pursuing extravagance, 
when you could relieve so many of — | 
your fellow creatures, in place of 
wasting your money in thts way.” 

S== 











AWTrtTL EVENT. 


THE following is an extract ef a 
letter froma gentleman i in Cumber- 
land County, Virginia, to his fitend 
in Norfolk, dated Jan. 15, 1820: 

* Respecting the death of a 
young lady in Charlotte, couce 
ing which you request partic: 
Ican say nothing more tha 
I believe I said befcre-—! 
was in my vower to § 
more minut: 
an occurrenc 
warning to ot! 
ascertained amouncs ¢ 
That a certain youn Ci 
lotte, (with whose ime L 
am unacquainted) of c 
wealth, was preparing to 
sermon, and while standis¢ | 
her glass, where she had been sor 
time combing and curling her hair, 
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her sister observed that unless she 
made ‘haste they would be too 
late. She with an angry and 
haughty tone replied, that she bad 
rather go to H—, than to Church, 
without having her hair fixed to 


please her. No soener had this 
impious exclamation escaped her 
lips than she dropped dead on the 
floor !! !—I can say no more thar 
that such an occurrerce actually 
did take place!” 








-_-— 


POETRY. 





. Set 


ij heard a voice, saying, “ Write, bles- 
sed are the dead, that die in the 
j.ord—Yea, saith the Spirit, they 
rest from their labors.” 


How happy they whese prayers ob 
tain 
The mansions of the blest, 
Where all the mourners cease from 
pain, 
And all the weary rest. 


How happy they who dwell secure 
Vyeyond this mortal clime, 

No more to suffer or endure 
The bitter ills of time. 


On them no baneful sun shall cast 
A fervid fatal ray 

No tempest rise with bitter blast, 
To rend their hopes away. 


No rose with piercing thorn shall 
wound, 
Nor stream with poison flow : 
No serpent twin’d mid flowers be 
tound 
To turn their sweets to wo. 


Writet blessed are this happy band, 
Who from their labors cease ; 

I view them in the blissful land, 
Of everlasting peace. 


The spirit answereth—they are blest, 
Their mortal toils are o’er; 

The righteous dead alone have rest, 
For they can sin no more, 


THE VOICE OF VICISSITUDE. 


“This isnot your rest.” 


The year as its seasofis transform ; 
The darkness succeeding the light ; 





The rage of the merciless storm ; 
The yell of wild beasts in the night; 
The Canaanite still in the land ; 
The thorns weven into our nest; 
The flowers fading fast on each hand, 
Say, “earth was not meant for our 
rest.” 


The mountainous steeps to ascend ; 
The bitters that lurk in each sweet 

The foe in the mask of a friend ; 
The scorn and reproaches we meet ; 

‘The flaws taking place in our frame, 
‘The mind often dark and distress’d; 

Still louder and louder proclaim— 
“This earth was not meant for our 

rest. 


Yet all these sad changes below ; 
These parents of manifold sighs ; 
‘hese heapers of wo upon wo ; 
These springs that give tears .te 
the eyes, 
To covenant love owe their birth; 
Were plann’d and arrang’d for the 
best ; 
Are sent to unbind us from earth, 
And urge us te heaven, our rest. 


Ss em 
——--——— 


[BY REQUEST. | 
LINES, 


Said to be composed by three Indiana, 
who were graduates at D. College, at 
a favorite bewer ; on parting. 


When shall we three meet again, 
When shall we three meet again ; 
Oft shall glowing hope aspire, 
Oit shall wearied love retire ; 

Oft shall death and sorrow reign, 
E’er we three shall meet again. , 


Though in distant lands we sigh, 
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Parch’d beneath the hostile sky ; 
Though the deep between us roll’s, 
Friendship shail unite our souls: 
And in faucy’s wide domain, 

Oft shail we three meet again. 


When our burnished locks are grey, 
Thin’d by many a toil spent day ; 
When around this youthful pine, 
Morse shail creep, and Ivy twine ; 
Long may this lov’d bower rem iD, 
Here may we three meet agaia. 


When the dreams of life are fled, 
When its wasted lamps are dead, 
When in cold oblivion’s shades, 
Beauty wealth and fame are laid : 
Where immortal spirits reign, 
There may we all meet again. 





“ Let every ane slat nameth the name of 
Christ, depart from iniquity.” — 
2 Tim. ii. 19. 
Let all who name his blessed name, 
Who once for sinners shed his blood, 
Depart from sin and count it shame 
‘To live like those who know net God. 


What kind of persons should they be, 

Whose names appear enroll’d above ? 

The people whom the Lord makes 
free, 

To whom he manifests his love. 


What kind of persons should they be ? 

How blameless should their lives ap- 
pear ; 

Who hope the Lord in heaven to see, 

And dwell with him forever there ? 


With hepes so blessed and so bright, 

Of heaven they well may think and 
talk ; 

And being children of the light, 

As children of the light should walk. 


The sons of God, they well may scorn 
The highest honors here on earth; 
To heavens eternal honors born, 

To stoop would ill-become their birth. 
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And when a few short years are past, 

Whats promis’ "id now shall then be 
given ; 

A goodly portion their’s at last, 

The glories and the joys of heaven. 


—— 


The Seaman’s Hymn. 

LORD or rue Sea !—Thy potent sway 

Old Ocean’s wildest waves obe 

The gale that whistles through the 

shrouds, 

The storm that drives the frighted 
clouds— 

If but thy whisper order peaee, 

How soon the rude commotions cease ! 


Lore oF THE Sea !—-The silent hour, 

And deep, dul! calm, confess thy pow’r; 

The Sun, that peurs his welcome light 

The Moon, that makes the dark scene 
bright, 

The guiding Star, the fav’ring Wind, 

Display a good, a sov’reign MIND. 


Lozp or tne Sra !—the Seaman keep 

From all the dangers of the deep! 

When high the white capp‘d billows 
rise, 

When tempests soar along the skies, 

When foes or shoa's awaken fear— 

O! inthy mercy be thou near ! 


Lorpo or Tuz Sea !—When safe from 
harm, 

The sailor rests, in stumbers warm, 

May dreams of nome his spirit cheer, 

Dreams, that fhall never false appear ; 

May thoughts of friends, of peace 
and thee, 

His solid consolations be ! 


Lorp or THE Sea !—A sea is life, 

Of care, of sorrow, woe and strife! 

With watchful pains we steer along, 

To keep the right path, shun the 
wrong ; 

God grant, tLat after every roam, 

We gain an everlasting home ! 
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THE Editor acknowledges the re- 
ceipt of the proceedings of the Chris- 
tian Conference, held in a union 
meeting, at the Cypress Chapel, in 
Nansemond county, Vir. on the 25th, 
26th and 27th of Sept. last ; accem- 
panying which, is an excellent circular 
address. As it did not come to hand 


tll just as this number was roing to 
press, we could make no extracts, 


»s 





APPLINTMENT. 

THE Maine General Meeting and 
Conference is appointed to be held at 
Cornville, Somersett county, Me. te 
commence on the 5d Saturday of June 


next, 
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